
    WEST BRIDGEWATER HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

    January 11, 2016, Minutes 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:04 p.m., by Chairman, Jim Benson, in the 

small conference room at the Town Hall. 

 

Present:  Commission members Bob Bevis, Dorna Bevis, Christine Newman, Jon 

Ames II, and Chair, Jim Benson.  Absent were Tom McAndrew and Joan 

McAndrew.  Thus the quorum was met with five of seven members present. 

 

Jim announced the open meeting law.  Invited guests Lauren Delaney, caretaker  

of Pleasant Hill Cemetery and her husband Pete were welcomed.  Pleasant Hill 

Cemetery was desecrated on New Year’s Day.  33 stones were toppled, cracked—

some irreparable and others reparable.  The 9 irreparable stones will cost $3,000 

each to replace. This past weekend, volunteers raised and secured 20 stones.  The 

Bridgewater VFW will replace flags and their holders (some were of the Spanish 

American War and Civil War); a Cub Scout troop has offered to help with the 

replacement flags and to repair the divits.  Lauren is applying for CPC funds and 

must submit a preliminary one-page proposal by January 15th.  A motion was made 

to write a letter of support as to the historical significance of Pleasant Hill 

Cemetery.  It was seconded and passed unanimously.  Jim Benson will author the 

letter and Chris will hand deliver it to Lauren in order for her to meet her deadline. 

We would like our representative to the CPC, Joan McAndrew, and fellow 

members to attend and personally support Lauren in her efforts.  

 

The minutes of the December meeting were approved as corrected. 

 

Under old business:  (1) Chris notified The Boston Post Cane’s first qualified 

recipient, Edna Ferbert.  She did not want to be recognized.  Chris will notify 

Muriel Andresen, as she is the next in line.  Since Chris will be away, she will 

let Jim know of her progress and the Commission will proceed to the next step. 

(2)  The Fire Barn project needs to move forward.  A motion was made that Bob 

Bevis obtain three bids for painting of the museum floor, removing the stairs and 

obtaining a snowplow blade for the base of the doors (to prevent leaves, etc. from 

blowing in).  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. (3)  The historic 

images are not ready yet. 

 

New Business:  (1) The demolition of 188 South Street is moving forward.  Any 

historic features had already been removed, so there were no photo opportunities. 

This is another instance that proves we need bylaws in place in order to tour and to 



photograph historic homes.  (2)  The Assessors have requested a letter for their 

preservation efforts.  A letter of support will be sent.  (3)  Jim will be writing the 

annual report and requests that we e-mail him the highlights of the year.  (4)  The 

budget for 2016-2017 will be addressed at our next meeting.  (5)  There will be a 

special Old Bridgewater Historical Society meeting to be held January 17, 2016, at 

2 p.m.  Dorna and Bob and Chris will be attending.  (6)  Jon spoke of a friend (who 

wishes to remain anonymous) who has images of WWII and would like to preserve 

them for posterity and exhibition.  Jim gave him the name and telephone number of 

Nicole Casper of Stonehill College to contact. 

 

The next meeting will be on February 1, 2016, at 6:30 p.m., followed by a March 

7, 2016, meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Christine Newman 

 

 

 

 

 


